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Fincham, Mr. Diſs 

Forſett Mr. Ipſwich 

Fitch Mr. S. ditto 

Fitch Mr. R. ditto - 


NORWICH. 


Freeman Rev, = 
Finch Mrs. E. 
—— Miſs 

Field Miſs 

Firth Mrs. 

—— MT, | 
Foſter William, jun. eſq. 
Fulcher Mr, 
Freſhfield Mrs. John 
——  =— Mr. Robert 
French Miſs 

Fell Miſs 

Fallon Mrs. 
Fromante:l Mr. 

Mrs. 

Mis 
Fawcett Miſs 

Fox Mr. William 
Flindt Mr. 

Fiddey Mr. 

Frernoult Mrs. 


CAMBRIDGE, &c. 


Farmer Rev. Dr. Maſter of 
Emanuel College 

Fiſher William, eſq. | 

Nev. W. Chriſt Coll. 12 

Forſter T. F. eſg. London 

Fletcher Mrs. ditto 

_ Flindall Mr. Stephen, ditto 
Franklin Mr. ditto 


ba 


Fiſher Rev. Dr. Windſor 

— Mrs. ditto | 

Fiſhburne Thomas, jun. eſꝗ. 
Whitby, Yorkſhire ; 

Frith Mrs. Sheffield 

Farrer Mr. Doncaſter 2 

Froſt T. eſq. Holme 2 


Forman Mrs, ditto 


Fowler Rev. C. Southwell, 
Nottinghamſhire 

r. Retford 

Fletcher Mr. Gringley 


Flint Rev. Joſhua, ditto 


Fletcher Mr. 
Staffordſhire 

— Mis S. ditto 

Fern Mr. Litchfield | 

Fleſher Miſs, Towceſter, 
Northamptonſhire 

Fenning Miſs S. Ravenſbury, 

_ Surry 
Fletcher Miſs, Woolwich. 


G 


Uttoxeter,. 


Grenville Rt. Hon. Jas, M. P. 


Gatt Sir Henry Thomas 
Gott Lady 

Gunning Rev. Joſeph 
Gunning Mrs. 

Gunning Miſs | 
Glover Richard, eſq. M. P. 
Groſvenor Mrs. 

Gordon James, eſq. M. P. 
Graves Rev. Richard 
Graves Walwyn, eſq. 
Graves Rev. Morgan 
Gauſſen Samuel, eſq. 
Gauſſen Mrs. 

Gooding Rev. Thomas 
Garrard C. Drake, eq. 
Garrard Mrs. 

Gcoch Rev. John 

Gooch Mrs. 


r. Hudſon 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


| Cattaker Mrs, : 


Gwyn Colonel 


NORFOLK & SUFFOLK. 


Gordon Rev. Wm. Kirby 
Girdleſtone Rev. Mr. 
ooch Mrs. Woodton 
renſide Mrs. Varmouth 
Gretton Rev. William 
Gretton Miſs 
Garnies Mifs, Diſs 
Guſsling Mr. Es 
Green Mr. jun. Wroxham 
Girling Mrs. J. Dereham 


Groom Miſs Ano, Ipſwich 


Green Mr. Thomas, ditto 
Graves Rev. Mr. Redgrave 2 
Gill Miſs Eſther, Hengrave 


Gurney Mr. Richard 


Mis. 


Miſs Henrietta 


——- iſ; Elizabeth 

— ITIIE ns Bartlett, efq. 

— Miſs 
Mr. Joſeph, Laken- 
ham Grove 4 

Ganning Miſs F. 

Glover Rev. Mr. 

Green Mrs. | 

Green Miſs 

Gilman Mrs. 

Garland Miſs 

Gay Mrs. John 

Godfrey and Lacey 

Grand Mr. ſohn 

Goddard Mr. John 

Griffith Mrs, 


Www > 


Grant Mr. Thomas 


— 


Gibbon Miſs 


Gillett Mrs. London 
Gibbs Mrs. ditto 
coun Mr. R. H. ditto 2 
G. N. ditto 


Say Mr. Caius Coll. Camb. 


Gibſon Francis, eſq. Coltec- 
tor of Cuſtoms, Whitby, 
Yorkſhire 

Gales Mr. Printer, Sheffield 2 

Gardner Mrs, Uttoxeter, 
Staffordſhire | 

Green Dr. High Bailiff, 
Litchfield 

Gordon Mr. E. Bromley, Kent 

Girton Mrs. Newark, Notts. 

Groves Miſs, ditto 

Gill Rev. Mr. Goadby, Lei- 
ceſterſhire 


H 


Howard Right Hon. Lord 2 
— Lady 2 
Hobart Lady Caroline 
Hobart Hon. Henry, M. P. 
Heſketh Lady 6 
Hammet Sir Benjamin 
Huſſey Thomas, eſq. 

Buſley Hon. Mrs. 

Heacock Mrs. 

Hawes Mrs. 

Holley Thomas Brand, eſq. 
Hulſe Mrs. 

Harriſon John, eſq. M. P. 
Heylin jo n, eſq. 

Euſſey William, eſq. M. P. 
Huſſey Mrs. 
Hallett James, eſq. 
 Hodhouſe Mrs. 

Halſey Miſs 


SUBSCRIBERS» 


Hay Rev. Mr. 

Hay Mrs. | 

Hoſkins Rey. Mr, 

Hallett Mrs. 

Hober Rev. Reginald 

Hober Mrs. | 

Henley Rev. Samuel 

Head Mrs. 

Harris Miss 

Harris Miſs E. - 

Hatfeild Mrs. 15th Light 
Dragoons | 


NORFOLK & SUFFOLK. 


Head Miſs 

Hall Thomas, "ny. 

Hilcott Henry, eſq. Voxſord 

Howes by ag eſq. Pakeficld 
I'S. , 

Hill Mr, William Money 

Hart Mifs, E. Brawick 

Heath Mrs. Burlingham 

Heydon Miſs 

Harvey Mr. Old Buckenham 

Howman Rev. Mr. Giſſing 


68 Mrs. 


— Mrs. ſen. 


— 


— — Miss 
— Rev. R. F. Hocker- 
ing 2 
Mrs. ditto 
Hepworth Mrs. N. Walſham 


Howes Mrs. Wroxham 
Hammerton Miſs M. Lyng 
How Mr. John, Tivetſhall 
Hamond Mrs, Weſtacre 
Hibzame Mifs, Taſburgh 
Houchen Mrs. Saxlingham 
—- Mr. Wereham 2 
Holdrich Mr. J. Deretiam 
Hall Mrs. Florden 
Holland Mrs. Bunwell 
Harrifon Rev. Tofeph 
Hague Miſs, Baſha:n 


Havers T. jun. eſq. Thelton 
Mrs. Bury | 


 Hamblin Mr. Boteſdale 


Hill Rev. Hugh, Loweſtoft 
Hunt Mr, Oulton 

Hamby Mrs. Ipſwich 
Hamilton —, M. D. ditto 
Head Mrs. Bu 


Hailſtone Mr. S. ditto 


Hubbard Mr. Surgeon, ditto 
Headley Miſs, Gorleſtone 


NORWICH. 


Horne Mrs. at the Palace 
— eſq. Bracondale 
rs. 


 Havers Thomas, eſq. 


Mrs. 
Miſs 
Hudſon Mr. 
H — 


— — Mrs. 
Hatſeild Mr. 


Hayward Mr. 6 


Herring Mr. James 
Hancock Mrs. 
Herring Mr. John 
Hancock Mr. C. 
Hare Mrs. A. 
Hare Miſs | 
Herring William, eſq. 
Mrs. 
Heald Mrs. 
Heald Miſs 
Harvey Robert, jun. e{}.. 
Harvey john, eſq, 
Hays Mrs. 
Hampp Mr. 
Hogen Mr, 
Harwood Miſs B. 
Harding Miſs . 
Hutchirſon Mr. Richard 
Hutchinſon Miſs 74 


Harmer Mr, Sam. Attorney 


— _— 4 r 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


Hardy Miſs 

Miſs Sophia 
Hart Rev. Mr. 
Bodgſon Mr. 
Houghton Rev, Mr. 


LONDON, &. 


Harwood Wm. Tooke, cf. 


Hughes Mrs. 

Hull Mr, Ely Place 

Harris Mr. Maidſtone 

Howman Rev. A. E Wind- 
ſor 

Mrs. ditto 

Hopkins V.rs ditto 

Hodg:on Mr. Thomas 

Harling Francis, eq. 

Hanſcomb Mr. 


NOTTINCHAMSHIRE, 


Holt Mr. ohn, Newark 
Hall Mrs, ditto. | 
Hardcafltle Mrs. ditto 
Hazzlewocd Miſs, Bilby 
Hazzlehirſt Mr. Lound 
Haworth Mr. Gamiton 
Hurſt Miſs, Cari-ton 
Hutton Mr. G. ditto 


Holland ——, M. D. Retford 


Holmes Mr ditto 

Hutchinſon Mr. ſen. ditto 

Mr. John, ditto 

Fill Mr. John, ditto 

Hacket Rev. Mr. Becking- 
ham, Linco:nthire 

Holt Mrs. Whitby, Yorkſhire 


_ Hower Mr. Chriſt College, 


Cambridge 
Higgett Mrs. Uttoxeter 
Hcylnge Miſs, ditto 
Hays Mr. T. M. Madras 


1 - 

Ilcheſter Rt; Hon. earl of 2 

Irby Hon. W. H. 

Irby Hon. Mrs. 

Johnſton Mrs. 

Jones Sir William, bart. 
ones Lady | 
odrell P. F. eſq. M. P. 
ones Rev. Morgan 

Jones Miſs 

ſones Mr. William 

iremonger ſoſhua, eſq. 

Jremonger Mrs. 

Iremonger Miſs 

Iremonger Miſs Catherine 


\NORFOLK & SUFFOLK, 


ves Miſs M. A. Bungay 

Juſon Mrs. Mangrezen 

Jeans Rev. Mr. Great Witch- 
ingham 2 

—— Vrs, dit to | 2 

Jarvis Mrs, Dereham- 

Johnſon Miſs Yarmouth 


Jobber Miſs, Eaſt Winch 


ohnſon Miſs M. A. Swaft- 
ham | | 
Jackſon Mr. W. Wymond- 
ham 
Jones Rev. Mr. Nayland 
Jones Mrs. ditto - 
Juſon Mrs, Pakefield 
ſermyn Mr. Ipſwich 
Johnſon Rev. T. Wickham 
[Rev. Charles, Sax- 
mundham 


NORWICII. 


Ives Jer. eſq. Town Cloſe 4 
Mrs. ditto 


$UBSCKIBERS 


— 


Ives Mrs. 
——- Mrs. King: ſtreet 
— M:ſs Harriet, ditto 
Iſelin J. L. elq. 
Jenney Mrs. 
ones Miſs 
agger Mrs. 
ackſon Mr. Surgeon 
ohnſon Mrs. 
Johnſon Mr. Richard 


CAMBRIDGE, &c. 


owett Rev. Dr. Trin. Hall, 
Profeſſor of Civ l La- 

Jones Mr. R. A. B. Fellow 
of St. ſohn's 

Johnſon Mr. Caius Coll. 2 

ä 22 Mr. Jer. London 
ngle Mr. W:lliam, ditto .. 

Jones Mr. S. Duffield Bank, 
Derbyſhire 

Jones Miſs, ditto 

Jervis Rev. John, Exeter 


; K | 
Kilderbee Samuel, eſq. 
Kilderbee Rev. S. 
Kilderbee Mrs. 
Kalderbee Miſs 
Keene Benjamin, eſq. 
Neene Mrs. 

Knightley Rev. John 

Kirkman Miſs 
Knox Rev. Viceſimus 
Kent Nathaniel, efq, 
Kent Mrs, 


NORFOLK, NORWICH, 
&c. 


Kerriſon T. A. eſq. Norw¾ich 
Nett Mrs. Thomas, ditto 
Kitſon Mr. Roger, ditto 
Ketteridge Mis, ditto 


Kent Mr, Lynn | 

K night Miſs, Burgh Caſtle 
Kirby Rev. W. Baſham 
Kerrich Rev. T. Banham 
King Mr. Samuel, Litcham 


| Ketteridge Mr. . Loweltoft 


Kerridge |. e q. lptwich 

King Kev. John, ditto 

K nipe Miſs ditto | 

Kendall Patience, Colcheſter 

King Mr. London 

Kelly Mrs. Barnwell Grove, 
Cambridgeſhire 

Kitſon Vr. Tho. Lambeth 
Marſh, Surry | 

Kitſon Mrs. ditto 

Kirke Mrs, Retford, Notts, 

L 

Linſdale count?'s of 

Lyſter Richard, eſq. 

Lyſter Mrs. 

Lyſter John, eſq. 


Lockwocd Rev. Fdvrard 


Lefroy Rev. George 


NORFOLK & SUFFOLK, 
Lloyd Major | 
Lathom Mr. Henry 
Lane Rev. James 
Long Rev. vir. Codenham 
—— Mrs. Dunſtan 2 
Leiceſter Rev. Mr. Shelton 
Lucas Mrs. Yarmouth 
— Miſs, ditto ; 
Lacon Mrs. Edmund, ditto 
— Xr. John, ditto 
Lloyd Rev. Mr. Swaffham 
Leatherdale Mr. R. Harleſton 
Miſs Suſan, Diſs 
Livock Mr. J. W. Harleſton 
Leathes Vrs. Erpingham 
Leman Rev. W. Eaſt Walton 
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SUBSCRIBERS. 


- — way - 


Larke Mr. Brooke 
Love Rev. John, Yarmouth 
Lloyd G. eſq. Bury 


C. eſq. Troſton Hall 2 | 


— Mrs. 


Lathbury Miſs, Woodbridge 


— —— Vis C. ditto 
Lynn Miſs, ditto + 
Leedes Mr. J. Hemingſtone 
Lodington Mrs. Loweſtoft 
Leathes Mrs. Herringfleet 2 


NORWICH. 
Lloyd Mrs. 
Lens Miis 
Larkins Mrs. 
- Lubbock Rd. M. D. 
Landy Mr. 
Lewis Mr. 
Leggat Mr. S. jun. 
Lincolne Mr. 


LONDON, &c. 
Lindſey Rev. Theophilus 
Lee ſohn, eſq. 
Lacey Thomas, eſa. 5 
Locke Miſs S. Philadelphia 
Laycock Rev. Mr. Lincoln 
Locker Mrs. at the Moor 
near Uttoxeter 5 
Liſter Mr. Retford 


CAMBRIDGE, 


Lawton Mr, C. B. Trinity 
College 
Lucas Mr. R. Caius College 


Leake Mr. ditto 

M — 
Marſham Hon. Charles 
Marfham Rt. Hon. Lady F. 


Marſham Hon. Mrs. 
Marſham Hen. Mifs 


Middleton Rev. John 


 Marſham Hon. Miſs E. 


Middleton Sir Charles, bart. 
liddleton Lady | 
Mitford Mrs, 


Metcalfe Phil; 2 8 


Muſgrave Philip, eſq. 
Morant Edward, eſq. 
Maxwell Henry, efq. 
Melmoth William, efq. 


Montague Mrs. Portman- 
ſquare 

Montague Mrs. Manchefter. 
ſquare 

Mulfo Thomas, eſq. 

— Mrs. 


Maltby William, eſq. 
NORFOLK & SUFFOLK. 


Mott Mr. Tho. Yarmouth 


Money Mr. W. Waterden 

Montague Mrs. Gunton 

Markant Miſs E. Fakenham 

Mathias Mrs. Catton 

Morſe Mrs. Lound 

Mott Mrs. Barningham 

Mitchell Mifs, ditto 

Merriman Miſs, Blofield 

3 Rev. Mr. Attle- 
ri | 


Mack Ie Smallburgh 


Moyſe Mifs Maria, Pulham 
Marſhall Mr. R. Lynn 2 
Marſham R. eſq. Saxthorpe 
Money Mrs. Barmer 

Miſs, ditto 

Marſham R. eſq. Stratton 
Moore Mr. Holt 


Mildred Mr. Diſs 


Mrs. 

tanning Rev. Mr. ditto 
Maſon Mrs. Weaſenham 
Marner Mr. Attteborough 


n 0 


SUBSCRIBERS, 


Munnings Mrs. Old Buck- 
ingham 

Maſſey Mr. Lynn 

March Mrs. Yarmouth 

Moxon Miſs E. ditto 

Moore Miſs, Warham 

Mendham Mr. Briſton 

Moxoa Mrs. 

Melliſn Mr. Samuel, Beccles 

Morgan Mr. J. Ipſwich 

Morgan Mr. Surgeon, ditto 

Maſon Mrs. Wickham 

Moxon Mr. Weybread 

Mortlock Mrs. Woodbridge 

Miſs 

——— Miſs Eliza 

Moyle Miſs, Bury 

Mann Rev. T. Codenham 2 


NORWICH. 


Martineau Mrs. 

Mr. Surgeon 
— — Mrs. 
3 {5 
— — M.iſs S. | 
Morſe ]. South, eſq. 
Millard Rev. C. Bracondale 
Monk Mrs. 
Marks Mr. Thomas 
Mr. John 
Mackie Mr, W. Aram 
Mack Mr. William _ 
Maſſingham Mr. John 
Marſh Miſs, St. George's 
ſquare 
Mr. G. 
Murray Mr. C. | 
Martin Mr. S. | i 
Maltby Mr. Henry 
March Mr. Thomas 
Munton Mr. Thomas 
_ Micklethwaite Mrs. 
Moſs Miſs 


Manning William, M. D. 
— — Mrs. 

Maltby Mrs. 
Morphew John, eſq. 
— —— Irs. 

Mathews Mr. Richard 
Marſton Mr. 

Matchett Mr. 

—  — Mr, William 
Monday Night Club 


LONDON, 


Milner Mr. 2 | 


Mills Mr. W. 2 
Mitchell Mr. | 
Mac Culloch —, efqg, 2 
Morris Mr. Sampſon 

Moxcn Mr. S. B. 


CAMBRIDGE, &c. 
Mainwaring Rev. Mr. B. D. 


Lady Margaret's Proſeſſor 


of Divini:'y 

Mapletoft Rev, , Ema- 
nuel College | 

Marſh Mr. Bene't Coll. 

Miller Mr. W. A.B. Fellow 
of St. John's Coll, 

Maſſie Mr. R. St. John's 
Coll. 

Moore. Mr. G. ditto 

Mortlock Mrs. 


NOTTS. &c. 


Morton Rev. R. Retford 
Miller Mrs. 

Moody Miſs K. ditto 
Marſhall Mr. B. ditto 
Moſinan Mr. Sampſon, ditto 


Maſon Mr. Surgeon, ditto 


Rev. Mr. Gamiton 
Madely Mr. J. B. Uttoxctet 
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SUBSCRIBERS». 


Marſton Mr. J. Uttoxeter 
Maltby Mifs, Bath 
Mountain Rev. |. Buckden 
Mitchell Mr, 
Morgan Maſter, Peterſburgh 
Moore Rev. Mr. Doncaſter 
Millar Edw. Muſ. D. ditto 
Marſhall Rev. Mr. Whitby 
Mathews Mrs. Barbara 
Mountain Rev. Jehoſaphat 


N 
Naſſau G. S. eſq. 
Napleton Rev. Dr. 
Nicholls Mrs. 
Nicholls Rev. Norton 
Nevinſon Ch 
Norris Rev. Char 
Nicoll Rev. Dr. 


NORFOLK & SUFFOLK. 
Norris I. eſq. Colney 
Mrs. ditto 3 
Rev. R. Woodnorto 
1 Miſs F. 

Norton Miſs, Holm Hale 
Mr. Old Buckenham 
Nicholds Rev. Mr. Blundeſ- 

ton 
Nurſe Mr. J. D. Dereham 
Notcutt Miſs, Ipſwich 
Miſs S. ditto 
Nunn Mr. -- "ah ditto 
Nicholas Mrs. M. — 
Newſtead Mr. 


NORWICH. 


Norris James, eſq. 2 
Neale Mrs. 


Negus Mrs. 

LONDON, 

Nares Rev. Mr. James-ſtreet 
Miſs | 


Nicholls Mr. 
Newton Mr. 
Nugent Mrs. 
Newbery Mrs. E. 


Norris Mrs. Uttoxeter 
Nevinſon Mr. R. Newark 
0 
Ormerod Rev. R. Chaplain 
to the Biſhop of London 


Ollett Mrs. Norwich 
Olier Miſs, ditto 


Ounſworth Mr. ditto 


Ofwin Rev. Mr. Wifbearch 2 
Oldham Rev. Mr. Bengay 
Otter Francis, eſq. Rettord 


P 


Parker Viſcounteſs 
Polworth Rt. Hon. Lady A. 
Pufey Hon. Philip 
Peachey Lady | 
Palliſer Sir Hugh, bart. 
Palmer William, _w 
Palmer Thomas, eſq. 
Palmer Mrs. 

Peechell Mrs. A. 

Powel Mrs. 

Powis Thomas, ay M. P. 
Pigon Frederick, eſq. 
Prince Rev. ſohn 

Preſton Rev. Samuel 


Pitt Moreton Wm. eſq. M. P. 


Pepys W. W. efq. 2 
Pitt Mr. John 


NORFOLK & SUFFOLK. 
Poſtle J ehoſ. eſq. Thorpe 
Preſton Iſaac, eſq. 

Preſton Mrs. Beeſton 2 
Pratt Mrs. Dereham 
Payne Edward, efq. 


SUBSCRIBERS: 


Preſton Mrs, G. Tunſtead 
Preſton Miſs, Y armouth 
Peckard Mrs. E574 
Palgrave Mr. Yarmouth 
Parkerſon Mr. Helleſdon 
Pariſh iviiſs Fann 
Payne Mifs, Hardmgham 
Paul Miſ:, Barningham 
Purvis Mrs. Darſham 
Pymar Miſs A. E,. Swaffham 
Potter Miſs S. Fakenham 
Peckover Mr. J. ditto 
Prieſt Rev, It. John, Scar- 
nin 
Page Mrs. Wendling 
Peckover Mr. ſoſeph, North 
Walſham NE 
Palmer Mr. W. Elſing 
Pigg Miſs, Baſham 
Pond Mr. Dereham 8 
Pleſtow Rev. Mr. Holbrook 
Page Mr. W. W. Woobridge 
— Miſs 
Philips Mrs. Palgrave ' 
Pooley Mr. ſeremiah, Forn- 
ham All Saints 
Potter Rev. John, Loweſtoft 
Pullyn Mrs, Beccles 
Patridge Mrs. Keſwick 


NORWICH. 


Potter Rev. R. Prebendary 

Patteſon John, eſq. 
— Mrs. 

Parr Rev. Mr. 

Potter Miſs 

Peele Rev, Ar. 

Partridge Mrs. R. 

Plumptre Miſs 

Mifs Temima 

— — Miſs Mary 

Petit Mrs. 

Peall Mr. 


Cc 2 


Pain Mrs. 

Pearl Mrs. 

Parkerſon Mr. J. Carter 
Powell Mr. Theatre Royal 


LONDON, &. 


Paſley John, eſq. 2 


ꝗ— 12 GC arles, eſqꝗ. 
Pitcairn Mrs. 


Pratt Mr. 

Page Mrs. 

Palmer Miſs, Bow 

Penn Mr. 

Proud Rev. Mr. Birmingham 


Peck Mr. Chelmsford 2 
Plumptre Mrs. Wiſbeach 
Mr. ditto 

Porter Vids F. Fairford 


row Miſs, Repton, Derby- 


re 
Pearſon Mr. G. Doncaſter 
Porter the Rev. G. Chriſt 
College, Cambrid 
Panting Mr. L. A. B. St. 
ohn's ditto 
Parker Mrs. Retford 
—— o ir John, ditto 
Mr. Darker, ditto 
Popple Miſs, ditto 
Porter Mrs. A. Ann, Red 
Lynch 2 


R 
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| Fa E candour of the world, and of this country in partieu- 


lar, has ſeldom failed in patronizing the exertions of 


ſuperior merit. It is true, indeed, that accidental circum- 


ſtances may have occaſionally impeded the Progreſs of Ge- 


 nius, and, for a time, with-held the rewards which are its 
due. The peculiar character too of many Writers of diſtin- 
guiſhed ability has contributed, more, perhaps, than the in- 
gratitude or ill taſte of the times, to that neglect which has 
ſe grieveuſly been complained of, as annihilating all the ar- 
tos and expectation of elevated imagination, The world, 
at leaſt, ought not to be blamed for a want of attention, 
which, in fact, was no more than an inattention in Authors 


to themſelves. 


The Editer has ventured to hazard the preceding ob- 


ſervations from a review of the very numerous and 
reſpeFable lift of Subſcribers to the following Poems. 
Charity, it is true, had her feelings on the occaſion ; but 


Charity was alſo prompted by Taſte to patronize praduc- 
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PREFA CE. 


tions, which, it is preſumed, are original in this reſpect 
poſſeſſing not only the frrong, bold outline of Genius, but 
likewiſe the pure, mellovb colouring of Art; yet, both of 
them uncultivated and unaſſiſted. 


Elizabeth Bentley had | no education ; ſhe read only by | 
accident: but from the moment ſhe did read, ſhe felt in 
herſelf a power of imitation, and a faculty of combining ima- 
gery, together with a facility of poetical expreſſion, which, 
with adequate advantages, would have placed her in a 


fituation little inferior to the firſt in Lyric compoſition. 


Let us mention, in particular, the Ode to Chearfulneſs ; 
the Ode to Content has already been printed, but it was ſe- 
lefted not merely as the beſt effort of her pen. 


It is, perhaps, anticipating the taſk of the good-natured 
Critic, but the Writer of the preface cannot refrain from 
quoting theſe flanzas, as particularly impreſſive :- | 


Or grant me oft the temp'rate bliſs, 
With thee to paſs the filent hour 
(To changeful Fortune's frown ſubmiſs) 
In calm Retirement's ſhady bow'r; 
Or with thy peaceful family to dwell, 
In ſome ſequeſter'd cell. 
Wnere 


PREFACE. 
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Where Health is found with ruddy brow, 6 
And Meeknefs flies the voice of Fame; 
And Contemplation feels the glow 
Of pure Devotion's hallow'd flame; 
Aud radiant Hope, who darts ber eagle eye 
To ſcenes beyond the fky. 


The intelligent Reader will eafily gueſs why the tao 
lines in the laſt flanza are printed in Italics ; there are va- 
rious other lines to be met with which have the ſame feli- 
city of conception and expreſſion, and need not be pointed 
out, but which the Reader of imagination and ſentiment 
will immediately recognize, May the Editor be forgiven 
in bringing forward only ene more paſſage, which has a 
peculiar relation to himfe!f, the poem being written on 4 cir- 


er::'flauce of diftreſs in his family: ——— 


Still ſhall the penſive Fancy dwell 
On what was late ſo dear, | 
And fond Remembrance oft impel 


Toe ſad maternal tear. 


I ſhall be forgiven if I miſtake, but ſurely there is a 
Simplicity, force, and melody in the words which muſt be 
felt. - | 
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PREFACE, 

mm 

The Poems before us have, however, thei r « Flats,”” ts 
Sorrow an expreſſion of Dryden's : but let the Critic conſider, 
that no production of any Author was ever uniformly ex- 
cellent, and that ſome of theſe pieces are occaſional and 
temporary there are alſo certain intenfions and remiſſions 
of thought and imagination which muſt of neceſſity vary 
the energies of the mind; and, after all, it may ſafely be 
aſſerted, that no Writer under the ſame diſadvantages was 
ever leſs unequal. In general, Authors of this claſs have 
but a few brilliant paſſages to .compenſate for many a 
dreary page ; it is not ſo with E. Bentley. To the Philo- 
Sopher of the human mind it may be curious to trace the 
progreſs of her fancy, and the growing power of her ex- 
preſſion. This is not a place for ſuch an inveſtigation : it 
may, nevertheleſs, be tranſi tori ly remarked, that the Poems 
in ten- ſyllable verſe are proſaic, compared with theſe of a 
more varied and free meaſure ; and the firſt ſuperior ex- 
ertion of her Muſe is when ſbe bids it expand thy gentie 


wing,” in the Ode on a Summer Morning. 


An apology is, perhaps, due to the Reader for thus treſ- 
paſſing on his attention, and antici pating his own obſerva- 
tions : but thoſe Gentlemen of taſte and fortune who have 
been the liberal Patrons of E. Bentley, deemed fore jntro- 
duction not altogether unneceſſary; and they have been 


Com prized 


PREFACE. 


comprized in a narrow compaſs, the Writer of them by na 


means wiſhing to obirude his own opinions on others, or 


eftentatiouſly to entrge upon them, He concludes, not- 


withſtanding, with being firm in the hope, that the candid 
Critic will agree with him, that the Authoreſs, who is not 
leſs reſpectable for her modeſt virtues than her ſuperior 
abilities, has ſome claim to the Choir, and is not the laſt 


or meaneſt in the train who 


40 Follow where ſeraphic Milton led *.“ 
Sec page 68. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


IT is thought proper to add the ſimple account of herſelf, 
as written by E. Bentley. — It may be neceſſary alſo to aſſure 


the Reader, that the following Poems are the genuine and 


ſole praductiens of her pen. 
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TO 


The Rev. Mr. WALKER, in Nox wic n. 


\ 
\ 


REVEREND SI R, 


IN compliance with your requeſt, I write the few par- 


ticulars of my life, which are as follow: — I was 


born at Norwich, in the pariſh of All Saints, in Novem- 


ber, 1767, and was the only child of my parents. My 
father's name was Daniel Bentley, by trade a journey- 


man cordwainer; who, having received a good educa- 


tion himſelf, took upon him to teach me reading and 


- ſpelling, but never gave me the lcaſt idea of grammar. 


Being naturally fond of reading, I uſed to employ my 


leiſure hours with fuch books as were in the houſe; 
which were chiefly a ſpelling-book, fable-book, dice 


tionary, and books of -arithmetic ; and with ſuch little 


pamphlets as I could borrow of my neighbours. When 


1 was about ten years of age, my father was afflicted 


with a paralytic ſtroke, which took from him the uſe-of 


one ſide, and diſabled him from working at his buſi- 


neſs; but ſtill retaining the uſe of his right hand, and 
his diſorder not affectin g his mental faculties, he taught 


me the art of writing, from copies in the ſpelling-book. 


My father was now obliged to go about ſelling garden- 


Ruff for a living, till (a few months before his death) 


8 he 


7 


IT * 


ne obtained the place of book-keeper to the London 
Coach, which then ſet out from the King's Head, in 
the Market-Place. His lameneſs continued till his de- 
ceaſe, which happened by a ſecond ſtroke of the ſame 
diſorder, on the 25th of January, 1783, in the 48th year 
of his age; I being then about fifteen years old. My fa- 
ther died in the pariſh of $t. Stephen, in which place 
my mother and I have continued ever ſince, About 
two years after my father's death, I diſcovered in my- 
ſelf an inclination for writing verſes, which I had no 
thought nor defire of being ſeen; but my mother ſnew- 
ing my firſt productions to ſome acquaintances, they 
encouraged me to proceed. Soon after I purchaſed a 
fmall grammar-book, ſecond-hand, from which I at- 


tained the art of expreſſing myſelf correctly in my na- 


tive language, My mother's maiden name was Law- 


rence, her father, when living, kept a cooper's ſhop in 


St. Stephen's parith, 


This, Sir, is the ſhort hiſtory of my life; from which 


you will be pleaſed to ſelect ſuch paſſages as you may 


judge proper for the information of the public. 


I remain, with gratitude and reſpect, 


\ Your obliged ſervant, 
July 23, 1790. ELIZABETH BENTLEY. 
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; ERRAT A. 


In page 10, laſt line but two, omit the period at 
« approve.” 


25, firſt line of the fourth a . 
& halpleſs, read hapleſs. 
27, line five, for „its, read her 


38, laſt line but one, for t oaten read,“ 
read oaten reed, ; | 
57, line twelve for © ſweeteſt flow'rs,” 
read {ſimpleſt flow'rs. | 
—  — 57, line thirteen, or . walks,” 
read 3 walks. 


ON VIRTUE. 1785. 
—— 


E T others ſing, in ſoft, harmonious ſtrain, 
The praiſe of Vice, and all her abject train; 

Or to pert Folly's whim devote the lyre, 
O, let me to ſome nobler theme aſpire ! 
Tho' mean my verſe, at Virtue's ſhrine I bend, 
Ye tuneful Nine, your kindeſt influence lend. 
Virtue, thou fair celeſtial of the ſkies! | 
Why ſhould mankind thy genuine worth deſpiſe? 
Why ſhould thy matchleſs graces ever be 
Condemn'd a ſacrifice to Vanity ? 
Of the bright Deity thou pureſt ray, 
O! may I never from thy precepts ſtray; 


8 But 


2 rok us. 


But thro' Life's tranſient ſpan thy paths purſue, 
And ſtrictly keep thy glories in my view. : 
Then may I hope, when theſe ſhort ſcenes are paſt, 


To riſe with tranſport to thy realms at laſt! 


2 * 


rr 


ON READING MR. POPE's POEMS. 1786. 


GREAT Pope! was ever verſe compar'd with thine ? 
Did ever genius ſo conſpicuous ſhine? 

In ev'ry page ſublime, throughout the whole 

Thou haſt diſplay'd a great and noble ſoul ; 

With native elegance expreſs'd each thought, 

And poetry to full perfection brought. 

To praiſe thy ſenſe and judgment, heav'nly Bard ! 

It is for my poor pen a taſk too hard. 

Ages unborn ſhall pay the debt of fame 

Due to thy works and thy illuſtrious name, 


ON 
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: ON A SUMMER MORNING. 1786. 


AWAEE ! my muſe, expand thy gentle wing, 
And in thy flight the Morn's bright beauties ſcan ; 
Nor e'er forget in grateful lay to ſing, 
Great Nature's God how bountiful to man. 


The riſing ſun (whoſe dew-diſpelling beams 
To ev'ry plant and flow'r freſh beauties lend) 
With ſparkling luſtre gilds thoſe murm' ring ſtreams 


O'er which the trees in graceful foliage bend. 


The birds their neſts forſake with anxious ſpeed, 
To f pend the day in innocence and love; 
With tender care the unfledg'd brood to feed, 
And fill with muſic's charms the neighb' ring grove, 
Man to his daily labour takes his way, 
With ſweet contented face and healthful brow; 
That health and peace can all his toils repay, 


Which exerciſe and temperance beſtow. 


B 2 Theſe 
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Theſe are the pleaſing ſcenes of rural life, | 
Theſe the bleſt joys the country e' er diſplays; 
Who would not with, remov'd from noiſe and ſtrife, 


Amid ſuch ſcenes to ſpend their tranquil days. 


Come then, my friends, quit, quit the buſtling town, 
Where buſy, anxious care your bliſs deſtroys ; 

And if your days with happineſs you'd crown, 
With eager ſteps purſue the country's joys. 


—O——— — — 


ON A WINTER EVENING. 1786. 


| f CLAD in a fog, dim Evening draws around, 

| Adieu, thou cold, ſhort ſpace, a winter's day ; 

| Now chilling damp o'erſpreads the fertile ground, 
| | No longer chear'd by Sol's enliv'ning ray. 

0 The toil-worn peaſant gladly quits the plain, 


| With weary ſtep he ſeeks his peaceful home; 
Where guiltleſs mirth and ſocial pleaſures reign, 
Where pride and diſcontent ſhall never come. 


The 
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The harmleſs feather'd tribe nc more I ſee, 
Each to his reſt has wing'd his ſpeedy way; 
Save where briſk Robin, on ſome leafleſs tree, 


Tunes a ſweet carol to departing day. 


Poth man and beaſt from night's approach withdrawn, 
The ſad'ning proſpett darkens on the eye; 
Silence almoſt profound reigns o'er the lawn, 


And, unperceiv'd, draws from the breaſt a ſigh. 


Yet may the mind unrack'd with doubts and fears, 


With cares unruffled, peaceful and ſerene ; 


Though nature her moſt diſmal aſpect wears, 


Still look with pleaſure on the gloomy ſcene. 


Not ſo the ſoul oppreſs'd with ſhame or grief, 
Not fo the man whom guilty thoughts affright; 


He draws from nature's beauties no relief, 


Ile feels new horrors ſrom tlie darkſome night. 
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ON HEALTH AND LIBERTY. 1787. 


—— 

WHAT are the choiceſt bleſſings heav'n beſtows > - 
Or mortal man through life's ſhort journey knows? 
Sure Health and Liberty combin'd may form 
That laſting pleaſure which the heart can warm. 
Depriv'd of Health, what object gives delight? 
What melody can charm the ear aright ? 

Or what enchanting proſpects pleaſe the ſight ? 

Nor pow'r nor titles can the heart elate, 

Nor all the gaudy pageantry of ſtate 

Pleaſures nor wealth can yield a moment's joy, 
The want of Health each pleaſure will deſtroy. 
Depriv'd of Freedom, not e' en Health's bright ray 
Can give us eaſe, or chace our gloom away. 

Mur'd in a dungeon, ſee, the captive lies, 


Rending the diſmal walls with fruitleſs cries; 


What's Health, what's life to him, his Freedom loſt, 


Eis heart's beſt hopes by luckleſs fortune croſt ? 
Or view the wretch from Afric's ſultry clime, 


Who's doom'd in ſlavery to paſs his time; 


Doom'd 
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Doom'd throughout life to one continu'd thrall, 
With not a moment he his own can call - 

Nor happineſs is his, nor ſocial joys, 

The want of Liberty each bliſs deſtroys. 
Deteſted Slavery! thou foe to peace, 

Soon may thy pow'r in ev'ry region ceaſe! 
Then ſince to Health and Liberty, when join'd, 
Weoweeach feeling that delights the mind; | 
Since from their ſource content and pleaſure flow, 
With ev'ry bliſs we in this life can know; 

If either's loſt, no ſocial joys we ſhare, 

Theſe to preſerve be our unceaſing care. 

The firſt by exerciſe is beſt procur'd, 

By induſtry and temperance infſur'd ; 

As to the laſt, in fair Britannia's iſle, 

Where bright-ey'd Freedom does for ever ſmile, 
Nought can the want of this great blefling cauſe, 
Unleſs we diſobey our country's laws. 

Then ye who ſeek true peace in this ſhort ſpan, 
Would you be bleſt as far as mortals can; 

And would you Health and Liberty poſſeſs, 
Lead temp'rate lives, and ne'er the laws tranſgreſs, 


AGAINST 
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AGAINST PRIDE. 1787. 


PRIDE's the chief ſource of every human woe, 
To ſocial happineſs the greateſt foe; 
Mongſt various paſſions which the mind enthrall, 
Pride is the leaſt excuſable of all. 
In what doſt thou thy fellow-men excel, 
(Whoe'er thou art, vain-glorious mortal, tell) 
That thus with arrogance thy mind ſhould ſwell? 
Art thou the offspring of ſome noble race, 
That e'en from monarchs their deſcent can trace ? 
Yet ſtop not here, and room for Pride pretend, 
But backward ſtill th' unweary'd ſearch extend; 
Till thou for all one common parent find— 
Adam, the great forefather of mankind. 
From the ſame earth all human beings roſe, 
To the ſame duſt return when life ſhall cloſe. 
The ſame all-wiſe Creator gave each ſoul 
It's pow'rs of life, and doth thoſe pow'rs controul. 
And at that awful, great, deciſive hour, 


When vain diſtinctions ſhall be known no more; 


When 
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When virtue only ſhall regarded be, 
The ſpotleſs mind grac'd with humility; 

Then the poor vaſſal equally ſhall ſhine 

With thoſe deſcended from the nobleſt line. 

Or if thou haſt ſome recent honors gain'd, 

Let not thy dignity with Pride be ſtain'd ; 

For worldly honor's but a tranſient joy, 

A monarch's frown may all thy hopes deſtroy; 

To- day may view thee tow'ring to the ſkies, 
To-morrow find thee fall'n, no more to riſe; 

For if to honor's higheſt pitch thou ſoar, 

Th' exalted height but makes the danger more. 

Exult not, though thou India's treaſures thare, 
Thiak what precarious bleſſings riches are; 

Much wealth, when hoarded up, much care will bring, 
From which, diſpers'd, might many a bleſſing ſpring. 
Beauty, which ſickneſs may, and age muſt fade, 
Should that a ſource of vanity be made? 

Or canſt thou more than vul gar knowledge boaſt ? 
('Tis a mere nothing we can know at moſt) 

Reflect how ſmall the knowledge man can gain, 
While wrapp'd in clay his ſpirit doth remain; 
Compar'd with heav'nly beings more refin'd, 


DNaikneſs muſt ill pervade the brighteſt mind: 
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But when remov'd from this tereſtrial ball, 
All things ſhall be alike reveal'd to all 


Equal in knowledge as in bliſs divine, 


Bright truth to every eye ſhall cloudleſs ſhine ; 


All that our thoughts can fathom here below, 
Is ignorance to what we then ſhall know. 
Pride is a paſſion not for man deſign'd, 
Whoſe greateſt ornament's an humble mind. 
Behold the man of high, diſdainful mien, 
With haughty, ſupercilious brow he's ſeen; 
His ev'ry look his want of ſenſe betrays, 
Shews a baſe mind, and arrogance diſplays. 
Reverſe the picture, view the man of ſenſe, 
He to diſtinction makes no vain pretence z N 
Only too proud to do an act that's baſe, 


He ſtands an ornament to human race. 


Behold the contraſt, each vain thought remove, 


Copy the portrait thou may'ſt beſt approve. 
In thy own manners; to whate'er thou'rt born, 


An humble mind each ſtation wiil adorn, 


ON 
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ON THE BILL FOR PREVENTING THE EX- 
PORTATION OF BRITISH WOOL. 1788. 


BRITONS ! rejoice at your approaching fame, 

Now haughty France ſhall ſhudder at your name; 
Your antient grandeur ſoon reſtor'd you'll find, 

With commerce *tis inſeparably join'd. 

In future records of this happy land, 

Unmatch'd ſhall that illuſtrious æra ſtand; 

When Britain's Senate, fir'd with nobleſt zeal, 

Stood forth and acted for their country's weal; 

And gave her ſons alone the pow'r to hold 

Their ſnowy Fleece, more worth than mines of gold: 
The Fleece, their nat'ral right, their greateſt boaſt, 
Their ſtrength, by neighb'ring kingdoms envy'd moſt; 
From this fam'd period future times ſhall know 

Thoſe matchleſs bleſſings which from commerce flow. 
Old England with its antient ſplendor grac'd, 

The great, unequall'd day ſhall back be trac'd, 
Which gain'd the cauſe; and each true patriot's name 
Shall ſtand recorded in the book of fame; 

| C2 | Who 
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Who bravely dar'd to cruſh their Gallic foes, 
And ſave their country from unnumber' d woes. 
Now old Norvieum's ſons once more ſhall hear 
The ſweet, harmonious ſounds of joy ſincere; 
Peace in her walls, and commerce ſhall endure, 
Her Fleece protected, and her trade ſecure. 

The city ſhall with all its luſtre ſhine, 

Th' induſtr'ous indigent no more ſhall pine; 
Juſtice and truth their native rights ſhall guard, 
And golden plenty all their toils reward. 


ON HIS MAJESTY's HAPPY RECOVERY, 


mARCH, 1789. 
— 


BRITANNIA's fons, once more rejoice, 
Let jocund mirth your cares diſpel; 
Be it proclaim'd with cheerful voice, 


Each tongue the glad'ning tidings tell. 


Your 
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Your pray'rs are heard, nor heard in vain, 
With gratitude the bleſſing· wπ¼n; 
Behold your King reſtor'd to reign, 
Once more he fills Britannia's throne. 


O Britain! ever-favor'd land, 
Of mighty Heav'n the darling care; 
What people ſhall thy pow'r withſtand, 
Dr boaſt thy happineſs to ſhare ? 


That cloud of grief which late appear d 
In ev'ry faithful ſubject's face, 

No more is ſeen, nor murmurs heard, 
But univerſal joy takes place. 


7 Now England's Sov'reign, good as great, 
Once more hall make his people bleſt; 
His care {hall all our ills defeat, 


His ſmile ſhall raiſe each wretch diſtreſt. 


Proud Faction now ſhall diiappear, 
Fair Peace ſhall ſpread her genial wings 
To bleſs with many a tranquil year, 


The beſt of patriots and of kings. 


Hail! 
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Hail ! Royal Chief of Brunſwick's line, 
In whom all princely virtues bl end; 

Let ev'ry loyal voice combine 
To praiſe our Monarch and our Friend. 


Nor only in theſe realms ador'd, 
All Europe joins to bleſs the day 
When our great King, to health reſtor'd, 
Reſum'd his mild, his gentle ſway. 


Thelib'ral arts once more ſhall ſhine, 
| Bleſt with his kind, protecting care; 
Beneath his influence benign, 

Science her drooping head ſhall rear. 


O! may kind fate his life and reign _ 
Prolong with many a happy day; 
Urknown to him be grief and pain, 


May Health her checring beams diſplay. 


Bleſt in ſweet Fri endſhip's joys divine, 
With tte fair Partner of his cares; 
Whoſe radiant virtues far outſhine 


The gems that deck the crown ſhe wears. 


IIiuſtrious 


— 
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| 
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IIluſtrious Pair! long may they ſee F 

Old England in a proſp'rous tate; 
Their beauteous, blooming Progeny, 

Good, like themſelves, belov'd and great. 


ODE TO SPRING. Mar, 1789. 


WELCOME, ſweet ſeaſon of delight, 
What beauties charm the wond'ring acht 
In thy enchanting reign! 
How freſh deſcends the morning dew, 
Whilſt op'ning flow'rs of various hue 
Bedeck the ſprightly plain. : 


The artleſs warblers of the grove 
Again unite in ſongs of love, 

To bleſs thy kind return: 
But firſt the lark, who ſoaring ſeems 
To hail the orb of day, whoſe beams 
With freſh refulgence burn. 
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Thelimpid brook that purls along, 
The tuneful blackbird's joyous ſong, 
The ſoftly-whiſp'ring breeze; 
Tne moſſy hills which now invite, 
Theſe with the verdant meads unite, 


Th' elated mind to pleaſe. 


The mind with thoughts of good poſſeſt, 
With innocence and virtue bleſt, 
Untaught in vice's ways; 
May taſte thoſe joys by nature giv'n, 
May lift th' enraptur'd eye to heav'n, 
And their great Author praiſe. 


Stern Winter's gloomy ſeaſon paſt, 
We ſee fair Spring advances aſt, 

With Summer in the rear; 
Soon Autumn's ſhades will interpoſe, 
And a ſucceeding Winter cloſe 


The ſwift-revolving year. 


| POEMS, 17 
———C — 
Of human life an emblem true, ; 
The early morn of youth we view, 
In Spring's delightful face; 
Meridian life's a Summer's day, 
With Autumn fades; its quick decay, 
In winter's blaſt we trace. 


Then let us prize each fleeting hour, 
Improve the moments in our pow'r, 
E'er time ſhall ceaſe to be; 
Then ſhall our ſpirits, taking wing, 
Be crown'd with an eternal Spring, 
From Wint'ry ſtorms ſet free. 


ON FRIENDSHIP. Jury, 1789. 


FRIENDSHIP's the greateſt bliſs we mortals ſhare, 
It hei ghtens pleaſure, ſoftens ev'ry care; 
Expands the heart, each thought ſevere diſarms, 


And in the mind unfolds ten thouſand charms. 
D _ How 
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How high in happineſs the proſpect ſtands, 
Whene'er in Friendſhip's ſtrong, yet tender bands, 
Two ſpirits kind in gentle union meet, 

The bliſs how great, how exquiſitely ſweet ! 
Self-love and envy to their ſouls unknown, 

Each has an int'reſt dearer than their own; 
Their ev'ry joy a brighter aſpect wears, | 

Their ev'ry grief, when told, ſtraight diſappears. 
Or when, amid the varying turns of fate, 

The mind bears ſome important ſecret's weight ; 
On which the lite, or life's chief hopes depend, 
It reſts ſecurely with the faithful friend. 
Mutual eſteem and love their actions guide, 


And truth and juſtice o'er their hearts preſide. 


The gen'rous breaſt which ardent Friendthip fires, 


Each lib'ral, virtuous ſentiment inſpires. 
Friendſhip the mind excites to noble deeds, 
And to the path of ſpotleſs glory leads; 
And when its object's worthy of regard, 


It will, like Virtue, prove its own reward. 


ABOLITION OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE. 


Th' unhappy men in Afric's regions born; 


- To break the deareſt, tend'reſt ties of life, 


Rend from the huſband's arms the much-loy'd wife! 
D 2 Fond 


ON THE 


JULY, 1789. 
— 


WHAT bleſt deſign in Albion's Council moves, 
Which earth with pleaſure views, and heav'n approves > 
'Tis a deſign humanely juſt and kind, | 
Worthy to ſhare each free-born Briton's mind: 
Each free-born Briton the deſign maintains, 
ro break inglorious Slav'ry's galling chains; 

To cheer the woe-fraught ſoul, to ſooth diſtreſs, 
With Freedom's ray far-diſtant elimes to bleſs ; 
To check the proud, impetuous tyrant's rage, 
And thraldom's keeneſt miſeries aſſwage. 

Too long the vile reproach has ſtain'd our land, 
Of arming Cruelty's deſpotic hand 


With legal pow'r, to render moſt forlorn 


To ſeize and hale them from their native ſhore, 


Force them to toil and ſwell their maſter's ſtore ! 


3 rokus. | 
—————————— —— 
Fond parents from their weeping babes to force, 
Viewing the plaintive tear without remorſe! 
More cruel yet to ſeize the infant train, 
Regardleſs of the poignant, deep-felt pain, 
Which will the parents” tortur'd minds oppreſs, 
Who for their wrongs (though great) haye no redreſs; 
The grief that muſt the father's heart o'erflow ! 
The mother's frantic ecſtacy of woe | 
Robb'd of her only hope, her darling care, | 
She beats her breaſt, and tears her woolly hair; 
In bitt'reſt anguith her complaints increaſe, 
Againſt the fell deſtroyers of her peace. 
Perhaps the tender youth thus ſnatch'd away, 
O'er ſable nations would have borne the ſway ! 
Perhaps ſome princeſs to an empire born, 
| Sad change of fate! now doom'd to endleſs ſcorn ; 
To bear th' oppreſſive yoke, to feel the thong, 
And drag a weight of miſery along! 
Behold the wretched victims in deſpair, 
Torn from each joy, the ſharpeſt wees to ſhare ; 
Depriv'd of ev'ry bleſſing life affords, 
Loaded with fetters by their rigid lords; 
Deny'd the comforts of the ſocial hour, 
Coudemn'd to feel the iron hand of Pow'r ! 
That 


t 


That man muſt be of worſe than ſavage kind, 
Who views guch objects with unfeeling mind. 
His heart be trebly ſteel'd againſt diſtreſs, 
Who can his fellow-creatures thus oppreſs. 
Were they not made by that Creator's hand, 


Who form'd the natives of a fairer land? 


Are not their ſpecies and our own the ſame ? 


In colour only differing, not in name? 
By nature are they not endu'd with pow'rs, 


Aﬀections, feelings, ſenſe, and life like ours? 


Witneſs that * man of their deſpiſed race, 


Whoſe genius claim'd him an exalted place 
Amongſ the ſons of learning, wit, and fame, 
Whoſe native worth deſerves a deathleſs name; 
His heart with ev'ry virtuous paſſion glow'd, 
Bright ſenſe was his, by nature's hand beſtow'd; 
Which proves—in their uncultur'd minds are ſown 


The ſeeds of knowledge equal with our own : 


And ſhall we rob them of the bliſs deſign'd 


By Heav'n, the common right of all mankind? 
Of liberty, to ev'ry ſoul moſt dear? 


No ! Britons will no more the cenſure bear ; 


* Ignatius Sancho, an African, 


Britons, 


Britons, whoſe deeds with laſting fame are crown'd, 
For ev'ry gen'rous virtue long renown'd; 

Who have from age to age preſerv'd the ſmile 

Of glorious Freedom on their native iſle. 

Be it their pride her infiuence to extend, 

Where'er the ſun's bright rays their radiance lend; 
And to their foes leave that ignoble ſtrife— 

For ſordid gain to barter human life. 

O ye amongſt the framers of our laws, 

The firſt to plead the hapleſs negroesꝰ cauſe ; 

Le patriot ſons of Liberty, proceed, 

Dare to complete the gen'rous, godlike deed ; 

Go, wreſt the ſcourge from vile Oppreſlion's hand, 
Make Britain's name rever'd in ev'ry land; 

Go tell the wretch whole baſe, corrupted mind 
Self- int'reſt warps, and falſe opinions blind; 
Who waves o'er human race th' eppreſſor's rod, 
The helpleſs ſuff”rers trembling at his nod; 

Tell him Britannia ſcorns, as ſons, to own 

Men to whoſe breaſts ſoft Pity ſtands unknown; 
Bid him act worthy of th' illuſtrious name, 

Or neler expect to ſhare a Briton's fame. 

Then thall our land with added greatneſs riſe, 
Eleſt by the mighty Pow'r who rules the ſkics; 


In 


POEMS. 


In whoſe eſteem the ſwarthy Ethiop ſtands, 
High as the faireſt ſons of Europe's lands. 

O! may ſweet Mercy's angel form divine, 

Deign o'er the world with ſofteſt beams to ſhine ; 
May heav*n-inſpir'd Philanthropy increaſe, 


And through each realm ſpread Liberty and Peace, 


* 
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ODE TO FORTUNE. SEPTEMBER, 1729. 


BLIND goddeſs, whoſe capricious ſway 
The thoughtleſs race of man obey, 
_ Whofe tranſient ſmiles they court; 
How hapleſs muſt thy vot'ries be, 
V ho, lur'd to fancy'd bliſs by thee, 
Become thy cruel ſport. 


Thou, ſorc'reſs, on thy magic wheel, 


Bid'ſt human race thy vengeance feel, 


And dread the fatal turn; 
Though now they gain the topmoſt ſeat, 
And with exulting triumph's heat 


Their raptur'd boſoms burn. 


Yet 


— — 


Yet ſoon, transfix' d, their envy*'d lot, 

Their pow'r, their greatneſs, all forgot, 
| They find themſelves the ſcorn 

-Of thoſe exalted in their place, 

Whom late they deem'd an abject race, 

For their advantage born. 


Then happieſt they who ne'er depend 
On ſuch a fickle, faithleſs friend, 
| Nor thy dominion own; 
Whoſe pleaſure's to no ſtate confin'd, 
Who, with a ſteady, equal mind, 
Can meet thy ſmile or frown, 


Thrice happy he, who, truly wiſe, 
Can each intemp'rate bliſs deſpiſe, 
Which might his peace annoy ; 
Bleſt with Content, ſerenely fair, 
Stranger alike to dark Deſpair 
And wild tumultuous joy. 


ON 
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ON THE NORFOLK AND NORWICH HOSPITAL, 


OCTOBER, 1789. 


— — — 


See where yon ſpacious ſtructure meets the eye! 
When, wing'd with zeal, intent on mortals“ good, 
Fair Charity, firſt offspring of the ſky, 
Left her celeſtial realms for earth's abode. 


| Deſcending, here ſhe fix'd her gracious ſeat; 


When Indigence the ſhaft of Pain receives, 
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Her hand conducts him to this bleſt retreat, 


Here ſoothes his anguith, and cach woe relieves. 


Here ſage Profeſſors of the healing art, 


* n $8.5, 
Ee ee P 


XL 


Whoſe ſouls divine Benevolence inſpires; 
R Their time employ, their wealth, their ſkill impart, 
Before whole eyes Death, with flow ſtep, retires. 
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The halpleſs wretch to dire Diſeaſe a prey, 
From his untimely fate they kindly ſave; 
With friendly hand each heali g balm con vey, 
And ſnatch the body from the gaping grave. 
| = E | With 
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With equal care they teach the ſoul to trace 
Thoſe regions for her future life deſign'd; 
Expand the thoughts beyond earth's narrow ſpace, 
And raiſe from dark Deſpair th' immortal mind. 


Hail, ſacred fabric! gen'rous mortals hail ! 
By Charity inſpir d, theſe walls you fram'd; 
Where'er her ſway ſhall o'er the world prevail, 
Shall your unfading honours be proclaim'd. 


————  _— —ññ7x; — a 


ON CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. NovenBEr, 1789. 


SAY, lordly Man, of pow'rs poſſeſt, 
That no inferior creatures know; 

Say, can the mind with reaſon bleſt, 
Relentleſs fury ſhow. .- 


To thy domain all beaſts belong, - 
Yet why ſo mercileſs thy ſway? 
Why to the barmleſs, uſeful throng, 

Such cruelty diſplay ? 


Juſt 


9. 


uſt 
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Juſt accuſations all may. bring, 


_ Againſt imperious Man complain; 
Whatever ſpreads in air its wing, 
Or grazes on the plain. 


The bird laments its plunder'd neft, 
Her mate ſhot, breathleſs, at her fide; 
A pair, ſhe cries, thus fondly bleſt, 
Shall ſportive hands divide ? 


The lab'ring ox that ploughs the ſoil, 
Muſt feel th' unpitying drover's rage ; 

A life of never-ceaſing toil 
Might kinder fate engage. 

The patient aſs, or nobler horſe, 
Who ne'*er to Man their aid refuſe; 

Can tyrant Man, without remorſe, 
Unfeelingly abuſe? | 


Nor theſe alone their claims aſſert ; 


Each guiltleſs creature we oppreſs 
Appeals to ev'ry feeling heart 
For pity and redreſs. 
E 2 
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i Is't not enough, vain mortal, ſay, 
Their lives to feed thee myriads give? 
But muſt thou, with unlenient ſway, 
Diſtreſs them whilſt they live? 


*Tis not for this the Lord of All 

His creatures to thy pow'r ſubjects; 
For thy revenge or ſport to fall, 

As Folly's choice directs, | 


Whence could that paſſion firſt ariſe, 
Which from the mind in tranſport breaks? 
The thoughtleſs child on birds or flies 


His infant vengeance wreaks. 


If no correcting care reſtrains, ; 
Th' exulting tyrant makes no ſtand; 
No creature in his pow'r he'gains, 
But feels his tort'ring hand. 


Now fierce revenge his mind enſnares, 
Each tender ſentiment is loſt ; 

| His fellow-beings ſcarce he ſpares, 

1 By whirls of fury toſt, 
| 1 Then 
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Then o'er the young, unbiaſs'd race 
Celeſtial Mercy's reign extend; 
Leſt what in heedleſs ſport takes place, 
In ſerious crimes ſhould end. 


Let all thy kind compaſſion ſnare, 


Through Nature's univerſal frame; 


Whatever breathes thy kindred air, 
Or feels the vital flame, 


. ————— — 


ON EDUCATION. DECEMBER), 1789. 


WHEN infant Reaſon firſt exerts her ſway, 
And new-form'd thoughts their earlieſt charms diſplay ;. 
Then let the growing race employ your care, 
Then guard their op'ning minds from Folly's ſnare; 
Correct the riſing paſſions of their youth, 
reach them each ſerious, each important truth; 
Plant heav'nly virtue in the tender breaſt, 
Deſtroy each vice that might its growth moleſt; 
Point out betimes the courſe they ſhould purſue; 
Then with redoubled pleaſure ſhall you view 
a Theit 
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Their reaſon ſtrengthen as their years increaſe, 


Their virtues ripen and their follies ceaſe; 


Like corn fown early in a fertile ſoil, 


'The richeſt harveſt ſhall repay your toil. 


— — — 


ODE TO FANCY. JANUARY, 1790. 


— 


O thou keen Pow'r, whoſe radiant eye 
Can thouſand ſhadowy forms deſcry, 

That cheat corporeal fight; D 
Thou wio canft ſoar above yon { pheres, : 
Paſt days recall, ſee future years, 


Or pierce the ſhades of night. 


Thou ſource of true poetic fire, 


To thee the ſoul-commanding lyre 
Its ſweeteſt magic owes; 

Friend of the Muſe in ev'ry age, 

Each godlike poet's rapt'rous page 
Thy potent influence ſhows, 


Come, 
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Come, ſwift-wing'd Fancy, airy maid, 

In varied, dazzling veſt array'd, 
Inſpire thy vot'ry's lay; 

Grant me thy flow'ry walks to tread, 

To range thy ſummer-painted mead, 
Or near thy fountain play. 


Now led by thy reſiſtleſs hand, 
Or guided by thy fairy wand, 
O'er yet untrodden fpace ; 
Or on thy pinions borne along, 
The bright Ideas? fitting throng 
Purſue th' atrial race. 


Yet ſtay, enrapt'ring Goddeſs, ſtay, 

Forbear from Reaſon's ken to ſtray ; 
Nor urge thy tow'ring flight 

Above firm Judgment's ſure command; 

But let his fix'd, unerring hand 


Direct thy wand” rings right. 


When fire-clad Phoebus mounts his car, 
O'erwhelms with light each fading ſtar, 
And bids their queen retire ; 
Then, Fancy, thou begin'ſt thy courſe, 
But doubly thou renew'ſt thy force, 
When day's bright beams expire, 
=} Pleas d 
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Pleas'd in cool ev'ning ſhades to ſtray, 
To hear {ſweet Philomela's lay, 
And haunt the leafy grove; 
Or vie pale Cynthia's midnight gleam 
| Refflected in the glaſſy ſtream, 


Or o'er wide deſarts rove. 


With ſober Judgment hand in hand, 
Still mayſt thou roam o'er ſea and land, 
Or beat thy trackleſs way 
Amid the realms of boundleſs light, 
And inthy rapid, eager flight, 
Foretaſte th' eternal day. 
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ODE TO BENEVOLENCE. marcn, 1790. 


NYMPH of the joy-diffuſing ſmile, 
The ſoft, endearing mien; | 
Whoſe looks the heavieſt grief beguile, 
And chear the gloomieſt ſce ne; 
May ev'ry. Muſe her tribute pay, 
When thy celeſtial name demands the lay, 
| Thou 


hou 
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Thou canſt pale Envy's rage reſtrain; 
Thine is the pow'r to tame 
Revenge, with all his ghaſtly train, 
And quench Ambition's flame; 
Tis thine to clip the wings of Pride, 
And bid Self-love his low'ring aſpect hide. 


I Thineis the heart-felt, ſocial glow, 


Th' extenſive wiſh to bleſs; 
To bid the ſtreams of comfort flow 
Where'er thou ſeeſt diſtreſs 3 
Thine is the ſympathetic ſigh, 
The melting drop that falls from Pity's eye. 


Thou to no region art confin'd, 
But ſpread'ſt o'er all thy charm : 
With ſweet Society combin'd, 
Earth's frigid zone canſt warm; 
Canſt mitigate the torrid's flame, 


And teach remoteſt realms t' adore thy name. 


But moſt Britannia owns thy ſway, 
Thou rul'ſt her Monarch's breaſt ; 

Her gen'rous ſons thy pow'r diſplay, 
And bid each wretch be bleſt ; 


Thy heav'n-taught laws their ſouls expand, 


T' impart their bliſs to each leſs happy land. 
F What 
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What tongue her Howard's fame ſhall tell? 
Whoſe heart, itiſpir'd by thee, 
Has pierc'd the dungeon's direſt cell, 
And ſet the captive free; 
Who joy'l through ev ry elime to o, 
To ſoothe deſpair and heal each human woe. 


But ah! too foon his day is o' er, 
Thy ſacrifice he falls; | 
On earth, alas! he fhines no more, 
Yon heav'n his ſpirit calls: 
A grateful world lametits his fate, 
And ſhall revere his name to time's laſt date. 


Yet though, Iov'd Gvdltefs, all divine, 
Thy darling ſon is fled ; 
Millions ſhall bow before thy fhrine, 
By his example led: 
Thy friends mall riſe in various cltmes, 
And future Howards bleſs ſucceeding times, 


Still glad the nations with thy reign, 
Thou ſource of pure delight ! 
The kindred virtues in thy'train 
With dove-like Peace unite ! 
E'en now her head meek Mercy rears, 
And calls Aftrea from her native ſpheres. 


Thy 


Where Reaſon deigys to gleam; 
Thou, ardent as the God of Day, 
Yet mild as Luna's beam; 
Teach men each other's bliſs to prize, 
Th' unſocial thought and ſelf-bound wiſh deſpiſe. 


ODE TO CONTENT. ArRAII, 1790. 
—— D— 


DAUGHTER of Innacence! deſcend, 
Thou ranger to repining Care; 
Whaſe breaſt no furious paſſions rend, 
Let human hearts thy influence ſhars: 
Why wilt thou ſtill our eager ſearch elude, 
And thy fair form ſeclude ? 


Though Plenty decks the ſumptuous boaxd, 
And gaudy Splendor rules the feaſt ; | 
Can theſe felicity afford, 
If thou, Content, be not a gueſt? | 
Not all the wealth that rears an Indian throne, 
Tny abſence can atone. 


| 1 
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See idle Folly's frantic train, Fl 
| Loud Riot rules their midnight hour; 
Their boſoms rack'd with guilty pain, 
Ne'er own'd thy ſoothing, balmy pow'r : 
Remorſe with deadly venom points the dart, 
They feel the rankling ſmart. 


The ſimple hind, whoſe lowly cot 
Thy ever-placid ſmiles adorn ; 
Bleſt in his undiſtinguith'd lot, 
With joy ſalutes each riſing morn : 
And when he quits his daily toils for reſt, 
No evil haunts his breaſt. | | : 


Be thou, O Nymph, my conſtant guide, | 
Through varying Life's tempeſtuous ſeas ;; 
Tis thou canſt ſtem each adverſe tide, 
And find th' unruffled port of Eaſe : 
Thou canſt in ev'ry ſtorm a calm create, 


And ſmile at angry Fate. 


ue 
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0 grant me oft the temp' rate bliſs, 

1 With thee to paſs the ſilent hour 

N N | | (To changeful Fortune's frown ſubmiſs), 
In calm Retirement's ſhady bow'r : 


Or with thy pzaceful family to dwell, 


1:4. 
1 


In ſome ſequeſter'd cell. 
Where 
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Where Health is found with ruddy brow, 
And Meekneſs flies the voice of Fame; 
And Contemplation feels the glow 
Of pure Devotion's hallow'd flame; 
And radiant Hope, who darts her eagle eye 
To ſcenes beyond the ſky. 


Sincerity with artleſs mien, 
Firm Faith, whom Doubt can ne' er annoy; 
Thy beauteous race ſhall join the ſcene, 
Sedate Repoſe and tranquil Joy 
With Induſtry, who ſlaviſh want diſdains, 
And ſpurns Sloth's lagging chains, 


Deign, gentle Pow'r, on earth t' abide, 
And ſhed thy breathing ſweets around; 
Now o'er the ſocial hours preſide, 
Now tread the ſolitary ground : 
Celeſtial Happineſs, thy conſtant friend,. 
Shall all thy paths attend. 


ODE 
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ODE TO CHEARFULNESS. mary 1790, 


HAIL ! Virgin of ætherial birth, 
Thou more lovely far than Mirth, 
O hither bend thy way! 
Come, beauteous Nymph, ſerenely ſmiling, 
Ev'ry anxious thought beguiling, 
Thou mak'ſt each proſpect gay. 


Thine eye with joy young Spring beholds, 
When Nature ev'ry charm unfolds, 
And ſpreads thy fav'rite hue ; 
When Eurus to his cave retires, 
And Zephyr fans thoſe glowing fires 
That verdant life renew. 


Thou lov'ſt to range the fields at dawn, 
Or meet the ſhepherds on the lawn, 

At leiſure Eve's advance; 
Briſk Sport comes tripping o'er the mead, 
And ſweetly ſounds his oaten read, 

And joins the rural dance. 


Not 


Not e'en hoar Wiater's dreary ſway, 


Nor freezing blaſt can thee diſmay, 

Nor change thy ſprightiy mien; 

*Tis then thou ſeek'ſt the ſocial band, 

And o'er their minds, with gentle hand, 
Diffus'ft a joy ference. 


Though abſent Sol his ray denies, 

Round the bright flame which Art ſupplies, 
The friendly train regale 

Some fairy legend each imparts, 

Whilſt rapt Attention, gazing, ſtarts 
At ev'ry wond'rous tale. 


Thy preſence charms ſtern grief to reſt, 

Thy light illumes th' untainted breaſt, 
Sweet ſiſter of Content; 

Like her thou fly*ſt th' abandon'd mind, 

Where Guilt, Deſpair, and Shame combin'd, 
Their hapleſs prey torment. 


What magic in thy aſpect dwells! 
That Melancholy's miſt diſpells; 
What graces round thee ſhine ! 
Sweet Pleaſure ever near thee ſtands, 
With Tranſport, whoſe high ſoul expands, 
And ſoars to realms divine. 
ODE 
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ODE TO SOLITUDE. JuNE, 1790. 
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O thou, each Muſe's deareſt friend, 
Penſive Solitude, attend; 
With muſing thought and ſtedfaſt eye, 
All is peace when thou art nigh; 
Parent of Meditation, hail! 
O guide my ſteps to yonder vale; 
Where nought diſturbs the ſilent morn, 
Save chirping birds on ev'ry dewy thorn. 


— 
* n 
* , 
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When firſt the cock's ſhrill clarion ſounds, 
Which Echo from her cave rebounds ; 
While yet the ſons of toil are deep 
Lull'd in the downy arms of Sleep; 
Then lead me up the mountain's height, 
To view the ſkies in azure dight, 
And Phœbus' riſing beams behold, 
When firſt they tinge the orient clouds with gold, 
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Or for a ſummer ſeat I'd take 

The margin of yon chryſtal lake; 

Or with the winding current ſtray, 

And ſee the finny nation play; | 

*Till fervent Noon, with fcorching heat, 
Bids to ſeek fome cool retreat; | 
Then with thee I'd chooſe to rove 

To ſhades impervious in the thickeſt grove. 


And when the radiant God of Day, 
Declining, ſheds a milder ray ; 
And with leſs dazzling glories crown'd, 
Caſts the length'ning ſhadows round; 
Then the flow'ry fields invite, 
with thee to walk in calm deliglit; 
Till by degrees each proſpect fades, 
Involv'd in ſable Night's advancing ſhades. 


But ſee, the full-orb'd Moon appears, 
 Sublimely ſoaring 'mid the ſpheres; 

And now the mind, with ſacred flame, 
Contemplates the ſtarry frame: 

As each new wonder ſhe explores, 

The great Creator's power adores; 

Admires o*cr all his wiſe controul, 

»Till heav'nly ecſtacy enraps the ſoul. | 

G O Solitude! 
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O Solitude! thy vot'ry tell, 

In what wild wood thou joy'lt to dwell ; 
Amid the deſarts thou art found, 

Thy awful brows with cypreſs crown'd: 
Through each quick-revolving day, 

The Muſe delights to own thy ſway ; 

To thee, O thoughtful Nymph, belong 

The powers which animate her nobleſt ſong. 


——— — — 


ON THE DEATH OF THE REV. DR. LLOYD, 
DEAN OF NORWICH. 


JUNE, 1790, 


WHY hang the ſhades of gloom-on ev'ry brow ? 
Why the melodious Nine in ſilent grief! 
Each tuneful iuſtrument away they throw, 


And flec to lonely woods to ſeek relief. 


Some new diſtieſs, pale Fear, foreboding, cries, 
Some native of the heav'ns from earth is fled : 
He's dead! he's gone! each mournful Muſe replies, 


The Son of Piety and Learning's dead! 
Science 
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Science laments, her fav'rite friend's no more, | 
And meek Religion ſorrows o'er his bier; 
Benevolence and Truth his loſs deplore, 


Andev'ry Chriſtian Virtue drops a tear. 


Whilſt here, on earth, thoſe Virtues deck'd his mind, 
They form'd his Soul for ſcenes of endleſs joy ; 

To which ſhe ſoars exulting, unconfin'd ; 
Bright realms, where Pain and Death no more annoy. 


While in funereal grandeur's awful gloom, 
With ſolemn ſadneſs, ſee, they ſlowly move, 
To reſt the relics in the hallow'd tomb, 


The Spirit flies to meet a Saviour's love, 


Yet though his ſacred aſhes ſleep in duſt, 
Ne'er ſhall his mem'ry be by Time deſtroy'd; 
He ſill ſhall live recorded *mongſt the juſt, 


And ev'ry age revere the name of LLOYD. 
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ODE TO PEACE. JUNE, 1790, 


THOU, whoſe mild radiance all adore, 
O let not human-kind deplore 

The loſs of thy propitious ſmile: 
Why, Goddeſs, in ſuch wild affright, 
Wilt thou from Europe take thy flight? 
O ſtay, to bleſs Britannia's favqur'd iſle! 


Lo! where, in vengeful ſteel array'd, 

His bloody banners wide diſplay'd, 
Fierce War, with angry aſpect, ſtands : 

O! lovelieſt of the heav'n-born train! 

Shall he thy f potleſs veſture ſtain, 

Or tear the olive from thy ſacred hands ? 


No! thou ſhalt ſafely here abide, 

Thy offspring, Plenty, by thy fide, 
Profuſe her bleſſings ſhall beſtow z 

At whoſe approach gaunt Famine flies, 


Andev'ry fear-rais'd phantom dies, 


And black Deſpair ſhall veil his with'ring brow. 


Her 


het 
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10 A LADY, ON THE DEATH OF HER 
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Her oaken bulwarks Britain boaſts, 
To guard her ſfea-environ'd coaſts, 
| Her ſons in Honor's robes appear, 
And thine and Freedom's reign ſupport ; 
Nor Gallia's treach'rous ſmiles ſhall court, 


Nor proud Iberia's daring inſults fear. 


Yet, when provok'd by juſt alarms, 
The dauntleſs heroes ruſh to arms, 
They quick return with conqueſt crown'd ; 
Enamour'd of thy form benign, 
Shall caſt their laurels at thy ſhrine, 
While Friendſhip, Health, and Pleaſure ſmile around. 


— — — 


INFANT SON. ju x E, 1790. 


RESPECTED Lady! whilſt thy heart 
Still feels the recent wound, | 


Some ſolace might the Muſe impart, 


: Or breathe one ſoothing ſound! 


Though 
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Though carly mingled with the dead, 
Thy much-lov'd Infant falls; 


Yet, though he droops his beauteous head, 
When Fate, relentleſs, calls; 


Aloft the ſmiling Cherub flies, 


He joins th' angelic throng : 
Hark ! how he's welcom'd to the ſkies, 
In ſweet, ſeraphic ſong ! 


His ſpotleſs innocence inſures, 
Amid the realms of Peace, 

Joy, which beyond Time's bound endures, 
With life that ne'er ſhall ceaſe. 


Though the grim tyrant Death's chill hand 
Has nipt thy budding flow'r, | 
Some lovely bloſſoms yet ſhall ſtand, 
To bleſs each future hour. | 


Yet when a Parent's heart o'erflows, 
With tend'reſt grief oppreſt, 
What words can charm thoſe poignant woes, 
Or ſoothe the wounded breaſt ? 
Still 
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Still ſhall the penſive Fancy dwell 
On what was late ſo dear, 
And fond Remembrance oft impel _ 
The ſad maternal tear. | 


Oh! ſay, can Sympathy impart 
.One gleam of ſoft relief, 

Till lenient Time ſhall draw the dart, 
And ſtill the voice of Grief? | 


ON THE RENEWAL OF VIRTUOUS FRIEND- 
SHIP IN A FUTURE STATE. 
705 


JULY, 1790. 


I, when the Spirit quits her clay- built cell, 
With incorporeal eſſences to dwell, | 
Attachments form'd on earth their force retain, 
And with increaſing ardour ſtill remain; 
What raptures muſt poſſeſs the virtuous mind, 
(Virtue alone thoſe joys can hope to find) 


To 


— — — — 
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To meet in worlds of never-ending bliſs, 

All whom we lov'd, eſteemꝰ d, rever d in this. 

The long-loſt Child ſhall glad the Parents? fight, 
Deck'd in refulgent robes of ſpotleſs light ; 

Children with grateful ſmiles their Parents greet, 

| Who fled before them to the bliſsful ſeat. 

They whom th' untimely ſtroke of Death disjoin'd, 
The faithful Pair, by ſacred vows combin'd; 

Met in the realms of happineſs, ſhall prove 

The true delights of pure celeſtial love. - 
But when two hearts whom tender Friendſhip ſways, 
On virtue founded in their earlieſt days 3 
(Union which ſympathy of ſoul endears, 
Its ſtrength maturing with increaſing years) 


* 


Who ne' er could with one pleaſure to conceal, 

Nor knew one grief but Friendſhip's balm could heal; 
Sincerely anxious for each other's good, 

By mutual counſel, ſweet reproof they ſtood : 

When two ſuch Spirits wing their airy way, 

And reach the bright abodes of endleſs day ; 
Enraptur'd, each the dear-lov'd friend ſhall view, 
And ardently the ſolema league renew; 

Ecſtatic tranſports feel, without alloy, 

Sublimeſt friendſhip height'ning ev'ry joy; 

They part no more, nor change their glorious Rate, 
Completely bleſ beyond the power of Fate. 
* 5 « - {Should 
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Should we not form ſuch friendſhips here below, 

As only can ſurvive the deſtin · d blow? 

Since Vice, though leagu'd, her truſt ſhall ſoon betray, 
And Folly's airy vows flee ſwift away ; 

Whilſt virtuous Union ſcorns th attacks of Time, 
And hopes to flouriſh in a nobler clime; | 

'Of never-fading happineſs poſleſt, 


In heav'nly manſions of eternal reſt. 
— — 
PROSPERITY AND ADVERSITY. 
AUGUST, 1790. 
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PROSPERITY, with glitt'ring charms, 

Invites her vot'ries to her arms, - 

In Pleaſure's ſilken robes array d; 

Of Folly's cup ſhe bids them drink, 

Oft lures them to Deſtruction's brink, 
Her path with flow'rs o'erlaid. 


R | She 
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She oft to their deluded eyes, 
The mirror of Deceit applies, 
Where dazzling worldly Pomp is ſhown; 
They gaze, forgetful whence they are, 
*Till caught in proud Ambition's ſnare, 
They Reaſon's ſway diſown. 


Adverſity, with brow auſtere, 
Her looks forbidding and ſevere, 

The friend of mortals in diſguiſe, 
Purſues them through each devious way; 
On Terror's wings each ſon of clay 


Her dreaded preſence flies. 


But ſoon, unable to contend, 
Reluctant, to her pow'r they bend, 
Her rigid diſcipline endure ; 
Taught by her voice themſelves to know, 
And what to others? bliſs they owe, 


To make their own ſecure. 


From 
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From Falſehood's miſt ſhe clears their ſight, 
Illumes their minds with Virtue's light, 

And bids them burſt ſoft Pleafure's bands 5 
Each Paſſion feels her juſt controul, | 
And Reaſon's empire o'er the ſoul 
| Again ſecurely ſtands. 


Art thou, Proſperity, aſſign'd 
The happy lot of human-kind, 

Let Prudence all thy actions guide; 
With mild Humility, whoſe care 
Shall bid thy tow'ring ſteps beware 

The precipice of Pride. 


Haſt thou, Adverſity, thy charge 
O'er Earth's abodes to rule at large, 
Let Fortitude thy reign attend; 
Content and Hope be ever near, 
Ant thoſe condemn'd thy wrath to hear 
Shall hail thee as their friend. 


H2 ODE 
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ODE TO HARMONY. 


SEPT, 1790. 
— 


QUEEN of the bleſt Angelic Choir! 
Bright native of the ſpheres! 

Whoſe pow'rs all Nature's works inſpire, 
Whoſe notes, entranc' d, ſhe hears, 

*Tis thou direct'ſt yon orbs of light; 

When thou, majeſtic, rear'd'ſt thy head, 

Aw'd by thy voice grim Chaos fled 
To realms of endleſs night. 


— 


Sweet Poeſy without thy aid, 
Had ne'er to fame aſpir'd, 

Nor e' er her graceful char ms diſplay d, 
But in thy robes attir'd ; 

At thy command ſoft numbers flow, 
Thou bounds ordain'it to ev'ry line, 
Bid'fi Energy and Eaſe combine, 

And giv'ſt th* emphatic glow. 


Where 
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| Where thou, immortal Nymph, art found, 
Thy ſiſter Peace abides, 
The beauteous Graces ſport around, 
And ſpotleſs Joy preſides; 
Each proſpect charms when thou art near; 
Where'er thou ſmil'ſ on ſocial life, 
Thy hideous foe, tormenting Strife, 
Shall ſwiftly diſappear. 


But when thou ſit'ſt in ſolemn ſtate, . 
* Above thy tuneful train; 
Who chaunt, with ecſtacy elate, 
The ſoul-enliv'ning ſtrain, 
| What ſounds th' enraptur'd ear ſalute ! 
Thy breath each inſtrument awakes, . 
The glowing Paſſions captive takes, 
And ſtrikes harſh Difoord mute. 


Deſcending *mid thy heav'nly throng, . 
With mortals haſte to dwell ; 

O grant them oft th' enchanting ſong 
From thy melodious ſhell ! 

Mellifluent accents oft convey 

O! deign to rule the human mind, 

Whoſe ev'ry thought, by thee refin'd, 
Shall Virtue's laws obey. 


1 
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ODE TO AUTUMN. ocToOBER, 1790. 


HAIL.! temp'rate Autumn, Nymph ſedate, 
with ruſſet clad in ſimple ſtate, 
Thou claim'ſf the votive lay; 
Thy dew the thirſty earth revives, 
Each drooping plant new ſtrength derives, 
Nor dreads the ſcorching ray. 


Though blooming Spring delights no more, 
And ruddy Summer's charms are o'er, 
Some beauties grace thy reign ;. 
A ſecond Spring adorns thy breaſt, 
Some bluthing flow'rets deck thy veſt, 
The laſt in Nature's train. 


Now ſheaf-crown'd Ceres leads her throng, 
Whilſt Gratitude inſpires their ſong, 
; Ps Heav'n's all-bounteous King; 
Now rural mirth their hours employ, 
With chearful ſounds of guiltleſs joy 
The peaceful vallies ring. 
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See, rich Pomona next appears, | 

Her choiceſt wealth the Goddeſs bears, - 
Io crown thy feſtive board; 
The Vine her circling arms extends, 
Beneath her purple burden bends, 
With luſcious nectar ſtor'd. 


While yet thy golden preſents pleaſe, 
Rude Winter's hand unrobes the trees, 
And ends thy mild domain ; 
And ſoon the tyrant's piercing ſtorm 
Shall Nature's beauteous face deform, 
And deſolate the plain. x 


Thus flee our days with ſwifteſt pace, 

Seaſons to ſeaſons yield their place, 
And year to year ſucceeds ; 

Thus ſpends vain man his tranſient life, 

Immers'd in pleaſure, bus'neſs, ſtrife, 
Nor Wiſdom's dictates heeds. 


But ſoon the gay deluſion's paſt, 
And Time, with Age's wint'ry blaſt, 
Each fleeting bliſs deſtroys ; 
Ah! be it then our ceaſeleſs care 
To fit th' immortal ſoul to thare 
In Heav'n's ſubſtantial joys. | 
| ODE 
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ODE TO PLEASURE. movrnmszr, 1790. 


COME, thou, who art by all purſu'd; 
Art thou with magic pow'rs endu'd, 

To charm each woe, each bliſs impart, 
Fill with delight th' enraptur'd heart, 
And make the gloomy aſpect gay, 

Then child of Fancy hither ſtray. 

But how wilt thou thy footſteps ay 

If, to Frenzy near ally'd, | 

Thou com'ſt with looſe, ungovern'd pace, 


Void of ev'ry decent grace; 
If deck'd with each alluring ſpoil, 


If Lux'ry, with unceaſing toil, 
With Art combin'd, has rang'd the globe, 
To form thy gaudy, glitt'ring robe; 


With thee if Vice's train advance, 


And Folly's race around thee dance; 
And Guilt and Pain, who ne'er divide, 
O'er the motley tribe preſide ; 

With ſullen mien ſucceeds Diſgrace, 
And Shame, who veils her abject face ; 


Malignant Strife, with blood-ſtain'd hands, 


And lawleſs Miſchief grinning ſtands; 
| And 


And dark Deceit, with baleful ſmiles, 
Thy thoughtlefs vot'ries till beguiles ; 
Led by ſpecious, falſe Pretence, 


Foes to Virtue, Goodneſs, Senſe; 

And thou with Riot ſpend'ſt the day, 

Vain Goddefs, then I ſcorn thy ſway. 

True to Wiſdom's hallow'd flame, 

True to Honor's ſacred name:; 

On Virtue's nobler pinions riſe, 

And all thy glaring pomp deſpiſe. 

But if thou com'ſt by Reaſon led, 

If ſweeteſt flow'rs adorn thy head, 

Cull'd from Nature's ſimpleſt walks; 

If with thee fair Prudence talks, - 

And Innocence, in ſnowy veſt, | 

And Temp'rance, with unruffled breaſt 5 

And Exerciſe, to crown whoſe brows, 

Enliv'ning Health a wreath beſtows; 

If Friendſhip, open and ſincere, 

And ſmooth Tranquility be there ; 

Then, Pleaſure, I no more diſdain 

To join thy ſportive, harmlefs train; 

To quit the hut of ſordid Care, 

| Awhile thy ſylvan joys to ſhare; EE 
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To range the riv'let's graſſy ſide, 


Or view the garden's purple pride; 
Or meet the ſmiling, feſtive throng, 


With lively dance and artleſs ſong; 


Still-awake at Wiſdom's voice, * 
And in her juſt commands rejoice; 

When ſhe bids to ſhun thy gate, 

And on her ſolemn footſteps wait ; 

With her th' inſtructive page turn o'er, 
And all her hidden laws explore; 


Her ſtudious paths ne'er end in pain, 


But lead to thy eternal reign. 


— ———— — — 


ODE TO TIME. IAN VAR, 1791. 


O thou, who with the world had'ſt birth, 
Who rul'ſt deſpotic o'er the earth, 
To whom its life each creature yields; 


Man, bird, and beaſt confeſs thy pow'r, 


The loftieſt tree, the humbleſt flow'r, 


The gra: $ that cloaths the fields. 
| The 
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The nobleſt domes that proudly riſe, ? 
The tow'rs that ſeem to pierce the ſkies, ' 


The marble pillar falls thy prey; 
The maſſy pile ſhall ſtrew the ground, | 
The ſtately arch, with trophies crown'd, 
Thy ſummons muſt obey. 


The monument of ſolid braſs, 

The ſcul ptur'd form away ſhall paſs, 

When ſtruck by thy enchanted wand; 

The pencil's livelieſt tints thall fade, 

Shall ſink beneath Oblivion's ſnade, 
From thy deſtructive hand. 


E'en Hiſt'ry's ſelf, whoſe deathleſs page 
Conveys each truth from age to age, 
At her thou oftimes aim'ſt a blow; 
She, who thy purpos'd rage defeats, 
As thy rude arm the ſtroke repeats, - 
More obſolete ſhall grow. 
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Yet, Tyrant, not immortal thou, 
But to Eternity ſhalt bow, 
When he reſumes his antient ſway ; 
He reign'd ſupreme ere thou waſt nam'd, 
Long ere this univerſe was fram'd, 
Before the birth of Day, 


Thy being ſhall no more be known, 
Nature ſhall him her ſov'reign own, 

And thine and Death's triumphant foe; 
Then Heav'n ſhall ſentence human race, 
As well or ill they ſpent thy ſpace, 

To endleſs joy or woe. 


Man, thoughtleſs, inconſiſtent Man, 

Who oft laments his ſhorten'd ſpan, 
Of thy flow flight does he complain ? 

His fleeting days no more appear, 

E'en now another tranſient year 

Ils added to thy train. 


O may we ne'er thy worth deſpiſe, 
But feize each moment ere it flies, 
And to the nobleſt ends employ z 
Then ſhall we, when thy reign is o'er, 
Quick wafted to th* empyreal ſhore, 
Unfading bliſs enjoy, 
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TO HOPE. ES RUARY, 1791. 


O thou! advance, whoſe heav'nly light 


Can make each ſcene of ſadneſs pleaſe; 
On future bliſs can fix the ſight, 
And anguiſh change to eaſe. 


*T1s thou, ſweet Hope, of race divine, 
Who bid'ſt the Poet's thoughts aſpire ; 
Thou breath'ft thy influence o'er each line, 
And add'ſt celeſtial fire. 


Thou 
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Thou bid'ſt his anxious boſom glow, 
To climb the ſteep aſcent of fame; 
To ſhare that praiſe the juſt beſtow, 


And gain a deathleſs name. 


The Painter, fir'd by thee, can trace 
Each genuine beauty Nature gives, 
As on the canvas ſhines each grace, 


Renown'd his mem'ry lives. 


*Tis thou, ſweet Hope, whoſe magic pow'r 
The griefs of abſence beſt can calm; _ 
While F riendſhip chides cach loit'ring hour, 

Thou ſhed'ſt thy ſoothing balm. 


Thou mak'ſt thecaptive's heart rejoice 
In gloomy regions of deſpair; 
In thought he hears fair Freedom's voice, 


And breathes in purer air, 


Put oh! when thou forſak'ſt his breaſt, 
What diimal horrors round him riſe ! 
Ilis mind, with weightier chains oppreſt, 


Deep ſunk in ſorrow lies, 


The 
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The ſailor on the wat' ry waſte, 
While boiſt'rous waves terrific roar, 
. _ -Thou bid'ſt ideal pleaſures taſte, 
And tread his native ſhore. 


The wretch whom keen Remorſe aſſails, 
Or he who feels Mis fortune's dart, 
His hapleſs fate no more bewails, 


Such joy thy beams impart. 


When Life preſents her cloſing ſcene, 
Thy radiant ſunſhine chears the ſoul; 
*Tis thou, bright Hope, with ſmile ſerene, 
Canſt Fear's dread hand controul. 


No miſt obſtructs thy piercing fight, | 
Thou bid'ſt the mind her greatneſs know 

Soaring, thou point'ſt to realms of light, 
And ſcorn'ſt to reſt below. 
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ODE TO TRANQUILITY. Ara, 1791. 


O!] where, thou friend of mortals, ſay, 
' Doſ thou thy placid charms diſplay ? 
Thou with Innocence art join'd, 
Empreſs of the ſpotleſs mind. 
Thy fav'rite haunts, O Nymph belov'd ! 
Are far from buſy Care remov'd ; 
| Within the hermit's moſs-grown cell, 
Thou, undiſturb'd, delight'ſt to dwell; 
The ſtately palace oft wilt quit, 
Beneath the peaſant's roof to ſit; 
| He tills, he ſows the grateful ſoil, 
And thou reward'ſt his uſeful toil. 
Alike thou ſhun'Rt the thorny road 
To wailing Sorrow's dark abode, 
- Or Superſtition's gloomy cave, 
(To Social Bliſs a timeleſs grave) 
And ſcorn'ſ to join the giddy throng, 
Who, lur'd by Pleaſure's ſyren ſong, 
Ruth to Vice's baneful arms, 
Blind to Virtue's brighter charms : 


Thou 
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Thou fly'ſt Indulgence as thy foe, 

Whoſe flow ry pathway leads to woe. 
Health, Peace, and Temp'rance round thee wait, 
And watchful Prudence guards thy gate; 


Of each intruſive gueſt afraid, 


Who might profane thy ſacred ſhade. 
Thy paths abound with fragrant bow'rs, 
Adorn'd with ſweet, umbrageous flow'rs, 
Where, wrapt in thoughts divinely pure, 
Calm Meditation ſits ſecure. 

Thy ſimple manſion charms the eye, 


No gilded turrets beam on high; 


But lowly ſhrubs thy ſeat ſurround, + 
And trees with verdant foliage crown'd ; 
The peaceful olive ſhades thy grove, 


Beneath whoſe branches dwells the dove. 


Here Solitude, unſeen, may range, 
Or Friendſhip mutual vows exchange; 
Inſpire the ſoul with Virtue's flame, 
And point the path to ſpotleſs fame. 
Here, beneath thy temp”rate {ky, 
Her infant pow'rs may Fancy try, 
May plume her wings, prepare her lyre, 
And ſoar to join the heav'nly choir. 
K Thy 


Thy inmoſt walks O let me rove, 

And oft thy balmy pleaſures prove; 
When Spring, in verdant veſt array'd, 
Has each enliv'ning charm diſplayd 
When Summer ſpreads each glowing hue, 
And beauteous paints the varying view, 
Or milder Autumn breathes her dew. 
But when bleak Winter's ſurly blaſt 
O'er the bright ſcene his gloom ſhall caft, 
O let me in thy cottage find 

Whate'er delights th' untainted mind : 
For there the Graces oft retreat, 

And there the ſky-born Virtues meet; 
Benevolence and focial Joy 

Shall there the pleaſing hours employ ; 
Calm Contentment there abides, | 
And decent Piety prefides ; 

Her aid harmonious Concord lends, 
And fmiling Chearfulneſs attends. 
WhilR thus thou doſt each bliſs diffuſe, 
To thee, Tranquility, my Muſe 

Her conſtant ſacrifice ſhall pay, 

And joy to dwell beneath thy ſway. 
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2000... 
ADDRESSED AS A TRIBUTE OF GRATITUDE 
TO THE SUBSCRIBERS IN GENERAL, 


JANUARY 1791. 
WHAT glorious vifion charms my wond'riug ſight ! 
A Goddeſs with benignant ſmile appears; 


Her graceful form, attir'd in robes of light, 
And in her band a rural pipe the bears. 


'Tis Gratitude ! I know the heav'nly Maid! 
Whoſe boſom's with ecſtatic feelings fraught; 

Love and reſpect are in her mien diſplay'd, 

Her anxious looks expreſs each inmoſt thought, 


Receive, ſhe cries, receive this pipe, and play 
Such ſounds as I ſhall dictate to thine ear; 
For lib'ral deeds demand thy nobleſt lay, 
Such lays as Angels might with pleaſure hear. 
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Spare me, bright Goddeſs ! how ſhall words inpart 


Thy glowing ſentiments which fire my breaſt ? 
Such ſhining, gen'rous deeds o' erwhelm my heart 
With tranſports, ah ! too great to'be expreft. 


O! had I Porz's or Gazav's harmonious lyre, 
O'er Nature's paths with TuomsoN could I tread, 
Or catch one vivid ray of SHAKESPEAR'S fire, 


Or follow where ſeraphic MIL TON led. 


Then would my Muſe expand her ardent wings, 
And far beyond theſe nether regions ſoar; 
Drink deeply at Parnaſſus' hallow'U ſprings, 
And Fancy's airy heights with caſe explore. 


Then, led by chearful Hope, unaw'd by Fear, 
I'd bend a conſtant vot'ry at thy ſhrine; 
Such notes as thou ſhould'ſt whiſper to mine ear, 


Should breathe melodious through the flowing line. 


But 
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But ſince unerring Fate's divine decree 

Has fix'd my lot to ſing in humbler ſtrain, | 
I'll ſound the ſimpleſt ſhell, content to be 

The laſt and loweſt of the tuneful train, 


zut 
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